
Family: It’s one of God’s most valuable tools in fur-
thering His Kingdom. No family is perfect, but God can 
use any family to carry out His will. He can even use 
YOUR family. 

Seriously? How? Does the Bible talk about families do-
ing great things for God? 

Let’s take a look.

Remember This One?
It’s one of the most famous Bible stories and one of the 

best examples of a family working together to serve God. 
I’m talking about the story of Noah. The saga begins in 
Genesis chapter six. 

The first few verses of this chapter illustrate how far hu-
mans had strayed from God. Evil was everywhere. Gen-
esis 6:5 says, “The Lord observed the extent of human 
wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything they 
thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil” 
(New Living Translation). 

Noah and his family were the only ones who still sought 
God and followed His commands. 

So God told Noah that He was going to send a world-
wide flood to wipe out every person and animal on the 
planet. He gave Noah and his family a task: Build a boat 
big enough for their family and a whole lot of animals. 

How did Noah’s family accomplish this? Let’s find out:
•	 They	supported	each	other	 in	God’s	cause. Build-

ing the world’s biggest life raft was a very important 

job, but the rest of the folks on earth didn’t see it 
that way. 

How do you suppose people reacted when Noah 
and his family tried to warn them that a flood was go-
ing to destroy everyone and everything? Surely they 
thought Noah and his family were completely bonkers.

What if that happened to your family? Imagine 
building a monstrous boat in the middle of a desert 
while your neighbors all laugh and make fun of you. 
Wouldn’t it be tempting to stop and give in to the 
peer pressure? Wouldn’t it be easy to say, “I can’t 
take this! They think my family and I are crazy. We 
should just quit.”

But Noah’s family didn’t quit. They remained united 
against ridicule and pressed on doing the Lord’s will.

•	 They	worked	together. Bible scholars estimate that it 
took Noah and his family between 55 and 75 YEARS 
to build the ark. It was the ultimate family project, 
and it wasn’t easy. It had to be built exactly to God’s 
measurements. But no matter how daunting of a task 
it was, Noah’s family toiled together until they fin-
ished what God had told them to do.

•	 They	made	an	effort	to	get	along	with	each	other.	
From what we read in Genesis 8:3-12, some scholars 
estimate that Noah’s family stayed on the ark for 
more than a year! Imagine that you and your family 
go on a road trip, only instead of a week at Disney-
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land®, you’re stuck in the car for a year plus! Even 
the happiest of families would get weary after being 
crammed together for that long. Granted, the ark was 
a whole lot bigger than an SUV, but the idea is the 
same: Noah’s family was stuck on that boat with only 
each other and the animals for company. 

Chances are they got into a few petty squabbles 
(we all remember the “He’s on my side of the seat!” 
argument), but ultimately, they got along and made 
it out alive. They remained focused on the goal God 
had set before them. 

•	 They	 worshiped	 God	 together. After their arduous 
journey, Noah’s family finally stepped off the ark. I can 
imagine some enthusiastic happy dances ensued, but 
one of the first things they all did together was build 
an altar to the Lord and give Him offerings of praise. 

What’s the TakeAway?
When a family’s common goal is to bring God praise in ev-

erything they do, they can accomplish extraordinary things.
So let’s break it down: What can you do to help your 

family grow closer to each other and to God? Here are 
four tips from Noah and his clan.

1. Support your family amidst peer pressure. Does 
your family have godly convictions that other people 
make fun of? Do you or your family members struggle 
not to give in to peer pressure? Never be ashamed of 
convictions God has put in your heart; try to support 
and encourage your family members to stay strong 
for Christ.

2. Work together as a family. Whether it’s cleaning 
up the garage or landscaping the lawn, do it with a 
congenial spirit. Colossians 3:23 says, “Work willingly 
at whatever you do, as though you were working for 
the Lord rather than for people” (NLT). 

Have a good attitude; be willing to work with your 
family, listening to their ideas and doing your best 
to help.

3. Try really hard to get along. Romans 12:18 says, “If it 
is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.” This means not erupting in anger or 
frustration when someone in your family provokes 
you or pushes your buttons. Instead, ask God to give 
you patience and to help you compromise and keep 
the peace.

4. Plan “God time” with your family. Whether it’s doing 
a Bible study together, praying with each other or 
meeting at the end of the week to share what God’s 
been doing in your life, find time to do something 
God-centered with your family.

God can use a family that’s devoted to Him to do 
great things. He used Noah’s family to save mankind—
and all the animals—from extinction. Ask Him to give 
your family a mission to serve Him. Who knows, like 
Noah and his clan, God may use you and your family 
to help save the world! 

Adelee Russell is a freelance writer from Brownsburg, Ind. 
She enjoys all-day shopping excursions with her mom, movie 
nights with friends and going to Star Trek conventions with fel-
low sci-fi nerds.
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