
The love chapTer shows you how iT’s done.
by adelee russell

You may know that 1 Corinthians 13 is considered the love 
chapter of the Bible. We often hear portions of it used in 
wedding ceremonies, read it on plaques or hear it referenced 
in songs. 

But this particular chapter in the Bible has a much bigger 
meaning than just something sweet to put on a happy anni-
versary card. It’s not simply an example of how we should love 
others—it’s also a powerful testimony of how God loves us. 

Let’s take a closer peek. 

Love is patient.
Chances are a lot of us have trouble getting through this first 

description of love found in 1 Corinthians 13. How does one 
love “patiently?” 

By treating others as Christ would have us treat them … 
even when their annoying habits or attitude issues drive us 
nuts. It means seeing them as God sees them and not reacting 
in anger when they provoke us with their words and actions. 

It means to keep on showing love to them no matter what—
because that’s exactly what God does for us. And how often 
does He love us no matter what?

Every. Single. Day. 
Even when we reject Him, provoke Him and turn away from 

Him to go where our selfishness leads us; He’s waiting there 
with His arms wide open, patiently showing us love and waiting 
for us to turn our hearts back to Him. 

Love is kind.
Most people think they have this one down pretty well. 

“Hey, I’m a nice person! I’m kind to people.” But who are you 
usually kind to? Your friends? The people who give you free 
samples at the grocery store? 

It’s easy to say and do nice things for people we like; it’s a 
whole lot different when we have to do it for our enemies. But 
that’s what Jesus did. The Bible tells us that “while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Even though the 
world rejected Him, despised Him and tortured Him through-
out His execution on the Cross, Jesus loved us so much that 
He willingly humbled Himself, endured the pain and humilia-
tion, and took the punishment for our sins. 

That’s love, and that is the ultimate act of kindness. 
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Love is not jeaLous or boastfuL. 
Let’s tackle jealousy first. It’s hard to love someone if you’re 

busy being jealous of her. Whether it’s her clothes, her iPad, 
her personality, her popularity—it’s extremely difficult to reach 
out to someone in love if you’re envying what she has. 

Jealousy and boasting often go hand in hand. If you’re jealous 
of someone, chances are you’ll do whatever you can to build 
yourself up to prove that you have what they have or that you’re 
better than she is. This isn’t love. Check out James 3:16: “For 
wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will 
find disorder and evil of every kind” (New Living Translation).

Boastful love can also be defined as selfish love. It’s some-
times easy for us to love someone because of what that per-
son gives us in return. We don’t actually love the person, but 
we love the accolades and applause we get for being around 
that person. 

It’s painful for some to admit, but this happens a lot in high 
school. Sometimes we try to befriend someone popular just so 
that we’ll be considered popular. Other times this selfish love 
disguises itself in dating relationships. The pressure to date 
can be overpowering. Oftentimes having a boyfriend is seen as 
a status symbol. Some people respect you more if you’re able 
to boast about your latest romantic relationship. But that type 
of love isn’t really love at all. It’s prideful and shallow, and it can 
even be cruel in extreme situations. 

Most people don’t usually mean for it to turn out that way; 
they’re simply oblivious to the lies Satan is constantly feed-
ing them. True love is humbling yourself and giving your all for 
someone without any expectations of getting anything in return. 

That’s the example Jesus set for us in the Bible. In Mark 2:13-
17, Jesus walked up to Matthew, a despised and shady tax collec-
tor, and asked him to become His disciple. Jesus even went so 
far as to go over to Matthew’s house for dinner. The Pharisees 
were appalled by this behavior. How could a great teacher such 
as Jesus be seen hanging out with these horrible people? 

Some of the Pharisees asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does 
he eat with such scum?” (Mark 2:16b NLT). Jesus heard their 
question and replied, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 
people do. I have come to call not those who think they are 
righteous, but those who know they are sinners” (Mark 2:17 NLT).

Our goal shouldn’t be to befriend those who will boost 
our rep or gratify us in some way. Instead, our mission—in our 
schools, on our soccer teams, wherever—should be to seek out 
the lost and the lowly, to befriend them and to share the love 
of Jesus with them.

Love keeps no record of  
being wronged. 

You know that saying “forgive and forget?” In reality, about 
98 percent of humans forget the part about “forgetting.” After 
all, their pride has been hurt, their feelings have been crushed 

… they might have actually had physical harm done to them 
… how could they forgive? And who would ever be able to 
forget? But that’s what God does for us every day of our lives. 
“He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the 
west” (Psalm 103:12 NLT). 

Sometimes we backslide, sometimes we’re too ashamed to 
tell others about the sacrifice He made, other times we hurt 
those around us and fail to show others His love. Yet if we 
come to Him with sincere and repentant hearts, He prom-
ises that He will forgive and forget our sins as far as the east 
is from the west: an infinite distance. He says that once we 
repent He’ll have no memory of our wrong doings. “And I will 
forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their 
sins” (Hebrews 8:12 NLT).

Love does not rejoice  
about injustice. 

Admit it. When your nemesis—the person you have never 
ever EVER been able to get along with—messes up terribly, 
you can’t seem to help but feel a twinge of satisfaction … 
maybe just a smug little grin as you watch her fall flat on her 
face in embarrassment. 

That’s the opposite of showing love, which means it’s a form 
of hate; and God has no place for hatred in His Kingdom. God 
takes no pleasure in watching people He created stumble and 
become buried by the consequences of their sins. Instead, He 
grieves for them. His heart aches for them to turn to Him. He 
never stops loving them! And neither should we. 

Love never gives up, never  
Loses faith, is aLways hopefuL, 

and endures through  
every circumstance. 

No matter how many times a friend has fallen, as a Christian, 
you should never give up on her. Never think of her as worth-
less, never stop encouraging her. Always point her toward the 
hope you have in Jesus Christ. Stay by her side even when it 
seems unbearable. Why? 

Because God will NEVER give up on you. He will NEVER 
lose faith in you. He will ALWAYS be there to give you hope, 
and He will ENDURE with you and stay by your side in EVERY 
circumstance. His incredible love is what inspires us to pass it 
on to others. 
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